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TAB B

District Attorney James Caxrison®s investigation of the supposed
ev Orleans origin of a plot to essassinate President Kemnedy tried
to liok CIA to two incidents in southern louisians involving caches
of weapons and explosives. The first incident occurred in 1961 and
concerned the theft of material from an explosivgs stm'age bunker st
the Houms Air Force Base at Houms, Loulsisns. The gsecopd incident |
wvas in July 1963 when the FBI seized & cache of explosives axnd other
war-relnted materials near Lacoxbe, Louisians.

Garrison may have gotten these two incidents confused in the
early daye of his investigation, thirking that the theft from the
Houra buzker tock place not long before the asssssination of President
Kemnedy. It is also posaible that he deliberately merged the two
incidents to add sensation to his case. There may, in fact, be &
link betwesn the two incidents: the description of the materials
seized by the FBI at Lacombo sounds suspiciously like those reportedly
stolen froum the Houma bunker.

In exy event, & key elemt of Garrison’s cosE Wes &n a.l.legn.t:lon
thatommzowzmwenttomusatthetmgftheassmim-
tioninapmltruekuseiinthecomﬁuionofmwrghryotthe
szmnition bunker at Houma, Icuisiana. The truck allegedly contained

three rifles and was parked behind the vall on the grassy lmoll at
Dealey Flaza, .

o
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ing eccounts of the Howsm and Lacorbe incidonts: are

often nawed, but they appear to have been dcaling with the same
people as was the press. Moot of the scurces ayw uarelisble, and
such of the avulabie information is contradictory; tims, neither
account u high o accuracy. Although detaile way be wrong in spots,
the events did take place epproximately as we describe them and serve
to illustrate how readily en investigator could establish treils
supposedly leading from these arms caches to CIA. None of the treils
lead to persons who hed o Qirect and then current affiliation with
CIA; but there meomnwtreilathat itﬁ@mtad&hhw
Gaxrison mey have come €O associate these caches with CIA.

- Zhe Houms Burglory
Gordon NOVEL fled from Loulsians to avold {among other things)
| . questioning by Gerrison on HOVEL's role in & 1961 theft of explo-
sives end related material stored by the Schlumberger Well Surveying
Corporation in an emmmition bunker at the Houwa Alr Force Base near
Houra, Louisisna. ' |
i | Wﬁm,mmmuwmmmt

’ with CIA wherein the company leased a bunker in vhich emmmition,
 ‘bomb casings, and other materfal would be mtored for CIA. The
' olleged theft by him and his essociates wes supposedly e war materials
Pickup made st the direction of his CIA contact. NOVEL first claimed
. Y
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mtmmmxmmﬂww@cmnmawnmm'
bunker incident and were teken to Cuba by bost for use in a divere
slonary operation in support of the Baw of Pigs invesion.

Vhen 1t became lnown that the burglary occurred after the Bay
of Pigs operation, reportedly cm 1 August 1561, NOVEL changed his
story. He claimed then that the Schlumberger interests became upaat
Tollowing the Bay of Pigs invasicn and wanted out of their comtract
vith CIA, Threc months after the invesion, sxye NOVEL, arrangezeuts
were mde (presumsbly by CIA) for the mterial stored in the bunker
to be vemoved by NOVEL and his groupe At the time the material was
removed, one of the group also took some of Schlumberger®s low-grade
powder, fuses, end other mterisl. -

. mmmmawIWMuuwwmtﬁmd
the matorfal stolen fvcm the bunker. He first seid that the wsterial
- ves to have been shipped cut of the U.5. in Schlumberger boxes
labeled “machinery.” He lster said that the boxes of ordnance were
loated on trucks, teken to New Orlesns, emd dropped in three spots:
David FERRIE's howe, Gorden WOVEL's office building, end Guy
mm'a office. SOVEL claimed thst the munitions were later
consolidated and tsken by boat to Cuba for the diversionary operation.
Ha later changed that story., Another socurce, Carlos (UIROGA, when
questioned by Garrison, said that & Mlami group picked up the cache
amngkautommamarwuaahm QIROGA sald that he
ummﬂnmummwmﬂnumm.
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NOVEL, nemed Sergic ARCACHA Suith and Dav- - VSRRIE 88 two of his
asgociates in the burglary.

Trails to CIA from the Houmn Bunker Theft

The Diversionary Operations There vas a diversiopary operation
planned, end the Cubans scheduled to participate fn 1t were trafned

near Hew Orleans. 7This wus the Kino Diaz group consisting of some

_m;wmumwmmmwmtaommmummmha

hours 1n edvance of the Bay of Pigs lending. The Dlaz group put to
seaaadact;uenyreacheﬁ.ita Cuban landinsmonschédule.' Poor

Cuben leadership caused the cperation to ebart et the last moment.

The training 'book place and the war materials for the operation werc
stored on a reactivated Havy installetion known as the Belle Chasse
Azmunition Depot sbout edght miles southesst of New Orleans. (Houma
1s about 45 miles southwest of New Orleans.) We find no record or -

" recollection of ams for this diversicrary operation deing stored

anyvhere in sowtbern Louisians other than at Belle Chasse. Joke
Bsteriine once descrided the Fino Diaz group to us as consisting
of "a bunch of Teal thugs,” meny of whom eventually wound wp in New |
Orlesns as public charges or ss threats to yublic oxrder.

The Schlurberger Well Surv ration: The Office of

 Logistics hes had deslings in the past with Schlunberger-rolsted firms,

ut avoided the Schlumberper firm itself dbecause of ites foreign owner-
ahip and questionable personalities in the firm. The Hew Orlesus

-
SECRET




13-00000

SECRET |~

|
office of the Domestic Comtact Service (DCS) had ome contact $n June
1955 with the manager of the Schlumberger office in Wew Ozxleans. DC3
bas hed contimuing, although infrequent end circumspect, contact with
the main Schlumberger office in Hourton. None of these somtacts in
any way related to the Houms bunker incident. ‘_
Julio BUZEEDO: Garrison reportedly belioves that BUZNEDO was one
of those present in David FEIRRIE's epartment when the aﬁsminatim of
President Keunedy was supposedly beingplotted. Gaxrison also re-

‘portedly has ammmmstmiﬁthMbwﬁp

FERRIB s alrplans. Garricon also alleged that BUZNEDO went to Dallas
at the time of the sssassination in a panel truck used in the burglary
of the Houms mmmaition bunker. The tiuck allegedly contained three
mmmwmmwmmmmnm
Plaza. Julio BUZNEDO mey be identical with Julien BUZNEDO Castellancs,
vho errived in the U.S. ia late 1960 and enlisted in Erigsde 2506.
He served on the invesion craft BARBARA J, was coptured, and vas
released in the prisocuer exchange. JMHAVE requested a Provisional
meméammmﬁlrorhuuamammw
m._ The POA was granted on 16 Jamery 1951 but was later
cancelled. There 1s no record of BUZNEDO's being iuvolved with the
Agency, other then his participation in the Bay of Pige operation.
Sergio ARCACHA Swith: ARCACHA was an associste of ﬁé.vid FERRIE
axd was named by Gordon HOVEL as being & menber of the group that

e =
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burglarized the Houma arwanition burker. Garrison brought Exildo
mmwmmmmoﬁmruﬂmwomwwuwsmaamnymmmAu
having been in New Crleans on & certain date. File traces reveal
that ARCACHA became the FREKTE RGVOLUCIOSARIO DEMDCRATICO (FRD)
delegate in Mew Crleons ywior to the Bay of Pigs invasion and
couumad:numﬁoaiumuntnmmwecwrmtm The
mmmmméwmmmmommmcmnmAm
organized end aqpported by the Agency. The oregamtion was used
&3 & front for recruitment of Brigade 2506 for the invasion. ARCACHA
mmnmtdwamnmﬁ@nuninMMdﬂmmmapthﬁ“bu.
in Coral Gebles and reportedly maintained extensive relations with
the Hew Orlesns ¥AI asd Imxigration offices. One of his regular ¥BI
contacts wvas Guy Bannister, who was nmned by KOVEL es cne of the
msomtovhommterial:mﬁthenoumcmhamdmm.

Emilio SARTANA Galindos SANTANA, & convicted burplar, was

brought to New Orleans from Miaml by Garrison for guestioning.

Garrison reportedly hoped to use SANTANA s & means of linking ARCACHA
to the essaseination plot. An FBI veport saye that SANTANA wes
been in Dealey Plaza ot ths time of the essassination on crders of
the alleged conspirators (EEAW, OSWALD, FERRIE, and ARCACHA).

SANTAEA was Tecruited by the JMHAVE station in October 1962, and,
after training, be participated in s single infiltration-exfiltration

-6-
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operation. He vas terminated in October 1963. In 196k he listed
CIA as his exployer when he epplied for credit to bDuy an sutomobile.
Tie knew eight CIA staff wembers by true names or elisses and 1k
other agents. |

Gordon D. NOVEL: NOVEL hes both claimed aad denfed CIA affilia~
tion., Garrison has claimed that XOVEL was & CIA agent and thot one
of his lewyers, Stephen PLOIKIN, vas peid by CIA. NOVEL wes polye
grephed by Lloyd FURR, a private detgctive in Melean, Virginia. The
refexence to Mclean caused newspapers to speculate that NOVEL had
been polygraphed b:{ CIA. NHOVEL olaimed that he anf others robbed
the Sohlumberger burker in Houma et CIA' instigation end that he ren
the Evergreen Advertising Agency in New Orlesns as a CIA front., He
left @ letter in his Kew Orlesns epartment, subsequently delfvered
to Garrison, implying & tie Letween HOVEL and the CIA Double~Chek .

- operation. NOVEL sent & telegram to the DCI on 28 May 1967 ebout

the Garrison investigation. He telephomed the DCS office in New
wumsmzahmnlﬁnswmaumnmmmnuyuxuﬁuaum
vecoming involved in Gerrison's investigation. ALL of NOVEL's claims’
about asgociation #:m: CIA are lies. |

Cerlos CUTROGAS (UIROCA vas one of Garrison’s prime sources dt'
informaticn oa supposed assassination plotting in Few Orleans. One

interview was taped without (UIROGA knowing it, and Garrison subse-
@uently released the transcript to the press. QUIROGA claimed to

-
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mWkmnorwémmnnumorwemmmwmuwmto»m
helped load the material on @ truck bound for Miemi. (UIROGA 18
reported to have once been & manmber of the cIA-spom Cuban
Demoeratic Revoluticnary Froat. There is some evidence suggesting
that be may actually bave been & penetration of the Fromt on behals
of Cuban intelligence. While he was a student at Loulgians State
Undversity, QUIROGA vag a csndidate for the Agency's student re-
cruitment program. (This program involved the recruitment of Cuban
students in the U.8. who would return to Cuba as sgents in place.)
There is no dndication, however, that QUIROGA vas ever employed by
the Agencty in auy cepacity. .

Carlos Jose BRINGUIER: BRINGUIER, evidently a confidant of
Carlos (UIROGA, in July 1957 turned over to the FBI & copy of the
trenscript of QUIRCGA's dsbriefing by Garrison. Om 6 April 1567
BRIBGUIER reported to the New Orleans DCS office that he had been
summoned to Garrison's office, wes mlj@;_phcd, and vas guestioned
mmmmuhucnemummmemum@mmmmmwanww
FG/LER, & Cuban who 15 & Gaxrison investigator. According to a
statement to the FBI by QUIROGA, FOWLER has claimed that Carrison

According to the Warren Commission report, there vwes an

altercation between OSWALD and ERINGUIER on § August 1563 and & .

radio debate between them on 21 August 1963. BRISGUILR is a former

8-
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lzader of the 8tudent Revolutionary Directorate, an anti-Castro
organization that was established and fundod by CIA. ERINGUIER

vas also en occasional contact, on his owa initistive, of STATOTHR

STATOTHR

mnceunneoun m:.n.a

Devid FIRRIE: Garrison hes repestedly claimed that FERRIE
wae once exployed by CIA. We have scen nothing that could con=-
ceivablynnkhmvithWthnnhm sssaciation with persons
hmmmmcttmtomwmmymm—suwam- ‘
Castro organizations.. |

Cloy SHAW: Burprisingly, Gorrison has pot, to ouxr knowledge,
mbnmmammormmuatom The IS office in

STATOTHR 3 in’contoet with SHAW some 30 times beginning in 19h9

, andendingin1956. When General Cabell, thea DICI, eddressed the
Forelgn Polley Asmoclation of Hew Orlemns in May 1561, he reportedly
was introduced by Clay SHAH.

Lloyd FURR: FURR, the private detective who polygraphed
Gordon MOVEL in Mclean in 1967, can be Iizked with CIA but only ia

25X1A
25X1A

P5X1A

B3

hen Chief, DDP/WE/3, directed @& memorendum to the
Chief, DDP/WE/6, in which he recorded a conversstion he had on 2T
April 1963 with Reymond CASSAGIOL, en anti-Duvalier exile from Haiti.

ﬂgﬁ
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Ee relates in the memorandunm that the conversation took place in the

home of Richard L. BAST whom Oven met through & neighbor, Llayd FUER. |
25X1A

The Lacorbe Munitions Cache

James Garrison seid in his Plavboy intorview: "In the New
Qrleene exea; where the conspivacy was hatched,; the CIA vas training
a pixed bag of Mnnf_,encn, GQuban ex:ns\a » 8nd other adventurers north
of Lake Pootchartrain for & foray iute Cuba and en asgassination
attempt on Fidel Castrd. o o « » o When the CIA withdrew its support

| and they couldn't Light Castro, they picked thelr next victime=Jchn

¥. Kenuedy." ‘
The Kew York.Tines on 1 August 1963 reported that the FEI had
raided a house pear Laccnbe, Loulsisms, on 31 July, and seized &

~ eache consisting of U8 cases of 60 percent dynamite each weighing 50

pounds, twenty 100-pound boud casings, paraphenalie for assenbling

container of gaaoline thickener. The tom account of the

composition and activities of this group in training near Lacowbe 18

baced in large part on etatements of particularly unreliable vitnesses,

'butxtincloseemu@mthetactstoﬁtourmsee.

InJum1962, Lewrence J IABOImE, Gareld P. HEMMING, andﬂowm
XK. DAVIS visited Frank BARTES, gmbnnlivingmxewwuw,anﬁ
- 10 - '
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\ . reached aa agreement with him for the training near New Orleans of
anti-Castro Cubans as gaerrille fighters and demliuou exipexts.
LABCRIE'e son, mcﬁml, 1dentified his father's contact swong Cubans
a8 being Alberto FERNANIEZ of Key Biscayno, Florids; a wémber of the
UNIDAD REVOLUCIONARIA. Rudolph R. DAVIS, enother Cuban in New
Orleans, arrenged vith Lauresnc BATISTA, in Miami, to send some 19
Cubans to New Orleans for training.

Radolph R. DAVIS was reportedly the contact mon between the

Cubans at the caxp and their American supporters, who were unnamed

ut were reportedly anti-Castro right-wingere. Victor PANEQUS was :

the Cuban in charge of the group, and Gerald HEEMING appears to have

been in charge of training. Aceordjmtoéaﬂnu QUIROGA, the men in

“the camp were disgruntled over the food end becsme demorelived when

the FBI seized the mmitions cache. WUIROUA claimed that he bowght
. bus tickets for four of the men who had no mney‘bofetuintom.

- 25X1A

5X1A

B3

| told & Warren Comaisslon investi-
gator 1o April 196k that he had been visited on 2 August 1963 by two '
Cubens who claimed they had deserted from & treining camp across Leke |
Pontchartrain out of foar that the training group hed been penetrated
SyaCastmngmt. BRINGUIER clatmed that he had not known before

then of the existence of the camp. BRINGUIER said that he collected
mmwmmmmwmwwtmma:mm

deserters back to Momi.
. . &
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Trails to CIA from the Lsccrnie Munitions Cache and Training Camp

Alberto Federico FERNANDEZ Hechavarrias Albert FERNARDEZ was

nemed by Micharl LABORDE as being his fathor's contact among Cuban
exiles. In a 196% interview with the FBI, FERBANDEZ Mledaed
that he knew of Rudolph DAVIS, the Me group®s contact with
their American supporters. FERFVANDEZ was & prominent mexber of the
URIDAD REVOLUCIONARIA, which was CIA-supported. FERNANDEZ was also
a JHMAVE contact begloning in Decesber 1960 and continuing at
leagt through Jamary 1966. He figmed ia a 1962 10 favestigation of
CIA activities in the ilani area as the owner of a ship, the TEIAlA,
vhich was used by the Aaéméy in maritime operatione againnt Cubsa.
Lawrence J. LABORIE: IABQRHE was naned as one of those contact-

ing Frenk BARTES in New Orleans to arrange for the training of the
Cubsns &t Lecombe. Larry LABCRDE was granted a provisicmal covert
security epproval for use by the JMIAVE station on 24 March 1961. A
31 March 1961 esble from Miami requested permission to increase his
aﬂmwmwmnth_,pmsbomea. JIHAVE requeated on 20
April 1962 thet the approval be cancelled om the grounds that LABORDE
was & poor security risk. He gerved as chicf engineer on FERRANTEZ'
vessel, the TEJANA. LABCRIE elmost certalnly was the sowrce of the-
charges of CTA mismanagement of Cuben operations, which reached the
White House and were the basis of the IC investigation in Florids in
- 1962. Om 11 May 1967, LABORIE telephoned the Hew Orleans office of

- J2 =
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the DC3, suying that he was & former CIA employes, that he feared
that Garrison would mubpoena him, that he was villing to leave the
U.S. to avoid & subpoens, aud that he vanted tho office to tell hin'
what to do. Hevmtﬂdthﬁtmnwotlwardcevumnémi-
tion to edvise him.

Victor Memel PANECUE ¥ BATISTA; Victor PANEQUE vas named by
Rudolgh DAVIS es oue of the Cubans wbo arrived &t the Lacorbe traine
ing comp from Miami and wos identified by Carlos CUIROGA es being
the lesder of the Cuban group. The Mianl statlon, on 10 August 156k,
requestod a POA and Commo clearance on Pmm &8 soon as possible.
ThePOAvasgraatedon]&ﬂovm’oerl%k. The station reported on
5.0cwbar1965thstpmammtobeumnsteduor3mctober
1965, because thero wes po immediaste cperatioual use for him.

Gerald P, BEMMING: HEMMING was one of the men who spproached
Fraok BARTES 4n Hew Orleens to propose the training ectivity at
Lacombe, end there 1s some evidence that puts him in cherge of traine
ing &t the caxp. HEMMING has denied spossorship by any U.S. Govern-
ment agency; hovever, there is information in the file indicating
that he way have been in touch with the Los Angeles DCS office at
one time. Annp/wnmrm:no:rebrm-yigss gtated thet the
Clandestine Sexrvice had never had eny operationsl relationship with

HENMIRG. A 196b cable from & WH Division covert operations office in
Yew Orlesns reported that HOOMING's group hud threatened to crests a

gcens to esbarzrass ClA. ' '
S8ECRET
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Carlos CASTILIO Armas; The iraining site reportedly was located
on or edjacent to o form ovned by Carlos CASTILIO Armas, who overthrew
the Guatemalaon regime in 195%. CIA®s involvexent in the Cuatenalan

operation and its gsupport of CASTILLO have been the subject of widew
spreasd publicity.

Miscellaneous Tralls 7
Carlos (UIROGA's ephemeral tiee to CIA were discussed in the
earlier section on the Houme cachs.

Carlos BRINGUIER's similerly wvagns ties to CIA were also 4ise
cussed in the earlier section. |
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